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As of July 14, there have been 11,718 confi rmed 
and probable cases of coronavirus in Idaho and 103 
deaths. 
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On July 14, the presi-
dents and CEOs of St. 
Luke’s, Saint Alphonsus, 
Primary Health, West 
Valley Medical Center, 
Saltzer Health and more 
held a press conference 
to urge a statewide mask 
mandate as COVID-19 
cases increase in Idaho. 
They also urged Idaho-
ans to, “take immediate 
action against the fur-
ther spread of COVID-19 
before it is too late for 

our state.” 
Later on July 14, Central
District Health mandated
that everyone in Ada 
County (with some 
exceptions) must wear a 
mask in indoor and out-
door public places when 
social distancing of at 
least six feet cannot be 
maintained.
Some Idaho cities have 
mandated that residents 
wear masks. These cit-
ies include Boise, McCall, 
Victor, Ketchum, Driggs, 
Hailey and
Moscow. 
For the latest COVID-19 
updates and resources 
for Idaho providers, 
visit idmed.org and 

www.idmed.orgIdaho Medical Association
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Order the 2020 IMA Directory of Idaho 
Physicians 
Your complimentary copy of the 2020 IMA Directory of 
Idaho Physicians is here and ready to deliver to you! IMA is 
happy to provide the Directory as a free IMA membership 
benefi t. 

Members can also order additional copies for a discounted 
price of $40. Non-members can purchase copies for the full 
price of $125. Order your directory today! 

IMAges

Welcome New Members
A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently joined IMA:

Jenifer Jewell, MD, Pediatric Anesthesiology, Boise, ID
Edward J. Krajicek, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise, ID
Jashmin K. Patel, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise, ID
Eric M. Fountain, MD, Internal Medicine, Meridian, ID
Tonya L. Kuhn, MD, Radiation Oncology, Meridian, ID
Neil Majithia, MD, Hematology, Meridian, ID
Benjamin J. Wilson, MD, Family Medicine, Boise, ID
Alyson L. Smith, MD, Family Medicine, Boise, ID
Jason B. Crofts, DO, Emergency Medicine, Idaho Falls, ID

Provider Relief Fund for Medicaid/CHIP 
Distribution
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently announced the ad-
ditional distributions from the Provider Relief Fund to eligible Medicaid and Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) providers that participate in state Medicaid and CHIP 
programs.  HHS expects to distribute approximately $15 billion to eligible providers 
that participate in state Medicaid and CHIP programs and have not received a payment 
from the Provider Relief Fund General Distribution.  Eligible providers must submit 
their data by July 20.

You can apply through the Enhanced Provider Relief Fund Payment Portal: bit.ly/
CHIPrelief. View the most recent FAQs on the program and the Medicaid/CHIP targeted 
distribution here: bit.ly/CHIP-FAQ
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AMA Urges HHS to 
Reconsider Medicare Pay 
Cuts During Pandemic
Physicians practicing in certain medical special-
ties—already facing severe economic strain and 
uncertainty while continuing to meet the needs of 
patients during the pandemic—may be subject to 
signifi cant Medicare payment reductions in 2021.

That is why the American Medical Association 
(AMA) and more than 100 other health care orga-
nizations are strongly urging HHS to provide regu-
latory relief to hard-hit medical specialties whose 
practices suspended procedures during the CO-
VID-19 public health emergency.

In addition to fi nancial hardships and instability re-
lated to the pandemic, these specialists now face 
deep cuts in Medicare payment due to statutory 
budget-neutrality rules. These rules require the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
to off set the upward payment adjustments cre-
ated by widely supported revisions to CMS policy 
that better describe and recognize the resources 
involved in offi  ce visits.

“We strongly urge HHS to utilize its authority un-
der the public health emergency declaration to 
preserve patient access to care and mitigate fi nan-
cial distress due to the pandemic by implementing 
the offi  ce visit increases as planned while waiv-
ing budget neutrality requirements for the new 
Medicare offi  ce visit payment policy,” says a letter 
to HHS Secretary Alex Azar from the AMA and the 
other organizations.

Physicians who rely primarily on offi  ce visits for 
their practice revenue, including primary care 
physicians, will experience much-needed revenue 
increases and reduced documentation burdens 
when the new coding and payment rules take ef-
fect.

However, physicians and health professionals who 
report relatively few offi  ce visit codes, including 
radiologists, pathologists and physical therapists, 
face an estimated 8% pay cut for 2021. Specialties 
including general surgery, critical care medicine, 
anesthesiology, emergency medicine and hospital 
medicine face estimated cuts ranging from 5% to 
7.8%.

These budget-neutrality driven cuts will also serve 
to reduce the positive impacts of the offi  ce visit 
changes for primary care physicians, oncologists, 
pediatricians and other specialties for whom offi  ce 
visits are a high proportion of their services, the 
letter says. 



As you continue to take 
care of Idaho, please take 
care of yourself! 
The IMA wants to remind 
providers of some of the 
wellness resources 
available to you during 
this stressful time:
• Physician Vitality 
Program (bit.ly/
PhysicianVitality): 
The IMA Foundation has 
helped temporarily 
expand the Ada County 
Medical Society (ACMS) 
Physician Vitality Program 
(PVP) statewide, as a 
resource for ANY IMA 
member in Idaho 
(including PAs and NPs 
who are IMA members). 
This is a confi dential 
and no-cost resource.

• Idaho Coronavirus 
Counseling Assistance 
(bit.ly/IDcounseling):
Idaho’s counseling 
assistance program for 
frontline healthcare 
workers.
• Headspace (www.
headspace.com): 
A guided meditation app 
that is off ering all US 
healthcare professionals 
free access to Headspace 
Plus through 2020.

Congress has extended the 
deadline to apply for the Pay-
check Protection Plan (PPP)
loan from July 6, 2020 to 
August 8, 2020.  

The PPP provides small 
businesses with less than 500 
employees forgivable, zero 
fee loans of up to 2.5 times 
their average monthly payroll 
costs.  A portion of these loans 
may be forgiven if spent on 
operating expenses, i.e. pay-
roll, health care benefi ts, lease 
payments and utilities.  

According to the Small Busi-
ness Administration, about 
$130 billion remains to distrib-
ute.  More information can be 
found here: bit.ly/PPPloaninfo

Wellness 
Resources 
for Providers
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Physician Practices are Losing Out in the 
Scramble for PPE
As the nation sees single-day record numbers of COVID-19 cases being reported, physician 
practices continue to report persistent and severe diffi  culties in obtaining the personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) they need to safely provide patient care and keep their offi  ces open for 
business.

In letters to Vice President Mike Pence and the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), the American Medical Association (AMA) urged immediate action to address ongoing 
shortages and access issues related to PPE.

“The AMA now believes the situation with PPE in ambulatory settings is so challenging that the 
only way to address it is for the administration to use the Defense Production Act (DPA) so 
the much needed N95 masks and gowns are available so patients, physicians and their staff s 
can safely treat as many patients as possible,” AMA Executive Vice President and CEO James L. 
Madara, MD, wrote in a letter to Pence, who heads the White House coronavirus task force.

The problem is that offi  ce-based physicians don’t have, “existing relationships with vendors or 
the ability to source these critical items. Furthermore, physician offi  ces do not need the same 
quantity of PPE that large institutions do. As a result, even when physicians fi nd a vendor with 
available supply, they end up losing to larger institutions with more bargaining power and 
placing more substantial orders. PPE is needed for all types of health care sites, including am-
bulatory settings. We need to ensure the safety of patients, physicians and their staff ,” says the 
AMA’s letter to Pence.

Paycheck 
Protection 
Plan Deadline 
Extended
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Important COVID-19 Survey

IMAges

The Physicians Foundation has sent a survey to over 700,000 physicians to learn how 
COVID-19 is aff ecting the practice plans and perspectives of doctors.  

Results of the survey will be shared with policy makers, legislators, the public, the 
media, and you to ensure the physicians’ voice is heard.

Take the survey here: bit.ly/PhysiciansFoundationSurvey

It can be completed in less than fi ve minutes. Include your email to enter a drawing 
for one of four $500 Amazon gift cards.       

The Physicians Foundation is a national, not-for-profi t seeking to advance the work of 
practicing physicians and facilitate the delivery of high-quality health care to patients.  
It is composed of more than 20 state and regional medical societies nationwide.

Preparing for the Idaho Patient Act in 2021
The Idaho Patient Act (Melaleuca Legislation) was signed into law at the end of the 
2020 legislative session. This legislation is an ambitious eff ort to revamp physician 
and hospital billing processes in response to concerns about medical debt collection 
practices. IMA spent extensive time and eff ort to work with Melaleuca to remove the 
most burdensome provisions from the legislation. Most of IMA’s concerns have been 
addressed, but some were not. 

We were very fortunate to have the eff ective date of the bill moved to January 1, 
2021, 
however compliance preparation may take a signifi cant amount of time. IMA urges 
physicians and their medical practice managers to carefully assess the provisions of 
the legislation to determine how compliance can occur, and to document situations 
of signifi cant added expense, if any. Please continue to bring specifi c issues of con-
cern to our attention.

The IMA has put together an Idaho Patient Act preparation guide for practices,      
access it here: bit.ly/IdahoPatientAct

ACMS Physician of the Year
The Ada County Medical Society selected Dr. Justin Glass and Dr. Christine Hahn as 
co-recipients of the ACMS Physician of the Year award.  ACMS will present this award 
during its annual meeting.

Dr. Justin Glass is the program director for the nationally ranked Family Medicine 
Residency of Idaho Boise. This spring, he served in a New Jersey hospital caring for 
indigent patients diagnosed with the coronavirus.

Dr. Christine Hahn is an infectious disease specialist who has served as Idaho’s state 
epidemiologist since 1997. She has played a visible and important role shaping the 
state’s response to COVID-19, often standing alongside Governor Little in press con-
ferences.



IMA President Urges Idahoans to Not 
Delay Medical Care
IMA President Beth Martin, MD co-wrote an article with Rachel Gonzales, MD that urges Idahoans 
to not delay care during the COVID-19 pandemic. The article was published in the Post Register:

“Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, Idaho’s health care workers have stood ready to serve the 
needs of all Idahoans.

Watching the story unfold across the world, it was impossible to know if community spread of the 
virus in Idaho would overrun hospitals, expose thousands of doctors and health care workers, and 
stress supplies of personal protective equipment and life-saving machines.

Idaho doctors and hospitals did what most Idahoans did — prepared for the worst but hoped for 
the best.

Hospitals and doctors voluntarily paused delayable procedures to preserve staff , hospital beds, and 
equipment and put measures in place to keep patients and health care workers safe.

Now, the number of COVID-19 hospitalizations in Idaho is on the decline [this article was written in 
early June]. While Idaho’s medical community remains on high alert and is prepared for surges, we 
are also creating a new normal and resuming all services. Medically necessary and non-emergent 
procedures are taking place — and will occur in the safest and most sanitized settings by profes-
sionals who know how to keep you safe. Rest assured, although it might look a little diff erent, the 
quality of care you and your family rely on hasn’t changed.

While many are embracing new activities and opportunities as we move into Stage 4, we know 
there are others who are apprehensive about what that could mean for the health of their families 
and themselves. We understand that concern but encourage you not to put off  the care you need.

Cancer screenings will need to continue, despite the coronavirus. Heart disease, lung disease, 
diabetes, kidney disease and a host of other chronic conditions did not pause along with the rest of 
the world. Those conditions and others must still be treated, and longer delays could lead to worse 
outcomes for those patients.

Worries about COVID-19 should not stop you from seeking preventive care either. We encourage 
you to continue wellness visits, which are especially important for children to make sure they are 
meeting developmental milestones and are on schedule for critical routine vaccines.

Your health care teams are ready to provide these treatments and keep you and your family safe. 
Balancing the benefi ts of medical interventions against their potential risks is not a new notion for 
us. Precautions that banks and grocery stores have recently implemented are basics that health 
care workers have made second nature during their entire careers, not just during a pandemic. 
Your physicians are not just experts because they know how to do things well. They are experts be-
cause they know whether to do things, and when to do things and, equally important, when not to 
do things. That expertise has always allowed them to advise patients as individuals, based on their 
individual needs.

Moving forward, it will be important for Idahoans to remember that, with all that has changed in 
our lives as a result of this disruption, one thing that will remain is the trust they can have in their 
health care providers to be there for them, with their best interest, and their best health, at heart.”

See the article here: bit.ly/ReadyToCare
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Medical Practice 
Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical 
Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certifi ed/
eligible family physician to work in APPOINTMENT-BASED FAMILY PRACTICE 
clinics in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone 
calls.  Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that 
handles most of our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell off ers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician 
support and a very competitive compensation package. For more information, 
contact Becky Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classifi ed Advertisement, please 
contact: Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 

208-344-7888 or by email amika@idmed.org.
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July 21, 2020 
ECHO Idaho COVID-19 Session on immunology with presenter Sky Blue, MD

Register here: www.uidaho.edu/academics/wwami/echo/covid-19

Additional information and registration forms for seminars 
are available at www.idmed.org

Calendar of Events

Idaho Medical Association
Unifying and advocating 
for Idaho physicians

Telephone contact: 208-344-7888 

E-mail contact: amika@idmed.org
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